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AsmuchasshelwedhernativeScotland,Ahson Whitelock ran away to Australia to escape the legacy of
her abusive father. There she joined a writing group, found her voice and produced a hilarious, no-misery
memoir which is winning critical acclaim. Laughter really is the best medicine, as Emma Cowing discovers
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and left home. “She didn't think she had a cholee,” says
Whitelock of her mother. *She had three children and
nowhere to go Nowadays, for women in an abusive rela-
tionship therears women'srefugesand itionthat
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: Pioneered by the Greeks, the tragicomic
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